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Good research paved way 
for recognition 
From page Ei 


He told Rekdah! what documenta- 
tion to gather, then got in touch 
with a committee that was work- 
ing on a new memorial set for in- 
stallation at the Vancouver Bar- 


“I knew the Sadd family and I 
jumped on it right away,” Peake 
said. “I also made about five dif- 
ferent calls up to Seattle and 
Olympia, trying to find out if Cur- 
tis Sadd’s name was inscribed on 
the state memorial (at the Capitol 


name was found on the state 
monument. 


Members of the Clark County 
Veterans War Memorial Commit- 
tee said some of the confusion 


us 


‘can be traced to Sadd’s trip to 
Seattle to get his mother’s per- 
mission to join the Navy at the 
age of 17, because his father, Os- 
car Sadd, refused to sign the pa- 
pers allowing his underage son to 
enlist. 

“About five of us wanted to go 
in together,” said Jim Nott, 76, of 
Camas. “It was the adventure, it 


While Curtis Sadd was inducted 
into the Navy in Portland on Dec. 
26, 1941, and was later listed as a 
Camas resident, some govern- 
ment records appear to have re- 
ported Seattle as his hometown, 


Gathering information 


Rekdahl collected information 
including Curtis’ birth certificate, 
naval records, proof of high 
school attendance and next-of-kin 
notification of his death. It took 
time because, as Rekdahl points 
out, military officials hesitate to 
release records to people outside 


\ 


the immediate family. 
Meanwhile, a project was un- 
der way to gather additional 
names for a granite monument 
replacing the courthouse memor- 
ial in a new location at the Van- 
couver . Rekdahl expect- 
ed to see his friend commemorat- 
ed on the new structure dedicat- 
ed in November 1998, But some- 
how Curtis Sadd’s name was.not 


on the list sent to a Georgia man 


searchers agreed to correct the 
oversight as soon as they saw 
Rekdahl's documentation. 

“The man did such a remark- 
able amount of research and pa- 
perwork, we all gave it our bless- 
ing, and we apologize it was over- 
looked by mistake,” said Bruce 
Barker, a Battle Ground author 
and World War II history buff. “I 
wish we would have had him on 
our research committee.” 

John Wulle, a memorial adviso- 
ry committee member and Clark 
County district judge, said the 


committee knew in advance it 
would be likely to miss a few 


sal ilies 
Bruce Fuerstenberg of Vancou- 
ver Granite Works inscribed Cur- 


“When it’s all done, I think it 
will close this chapter of seeing 
my old friend get recognition for” 
his service in World War II, and 
getting killed at such a young 
age,” he said. 

Rekdahl did honor his friend in 
another way, in a tribute more 
personal than a name etched in 


granite. : 
His only son is named Tim Cur- 
tis Rekdahl. 4 


